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(Lead Story) 


Lhrill-Filied Film 
Coming to Strand 


One of the most spine-tingling 
mystery films ever to thrill an 
audience will make its local de- 
but this Friday at the Strand 
Theatre when Warner Bros.’ 
“The Hidden Hand” opens. 

It tells the story of an eccen- 
tric old woman who uses her 
insane brother to terrorize her 
household, only to get more hor- 
ror than she bargained for. The 
starring roles are played by 
Craig Stevens and Elisabeth 
Fraser, as a young attorney and 
his financee. The eccentric old 
woman is played by Cecil Cun- 
ningham, while that of her in- 
sane brother is portrayed by 
Milton Parsons. 

Parsons, whose escape from 
an insane asylum was engineered 
by his sister, does more than 








just walk over his bounds and 
commits murders and attempted 
killings. But that isn’t all. An- 
other killer, even more cunning 
steps into the scene, the iden- 
tity of whom will prove a sur- 
prise to the most ardent mystery 
fan. Willie Best lends a comic 
touch to the film as a servant 
who always seems to discover 
the body, which is certainly the 
last thing in the world he would 
ever want to do. Others in the 
stellar supporting cast include 
Frank Wilcox, Ruth Ford and 
Julie Bishop. 

“The Hidden Hand” was di- 
rected by Ben Stoloff. The ex- 
citing scenario, which was writ- 
ten by Anthony Coldewey and 
Raymond Schrock was based on 
a play by Rufus King. 





(Opening-Day Story) 


Murder, Comedy 
In ‘Hidden Hand’ 


Thrills, murder and laughs 
are the ingredients that make 
up the new Warner Bros. film, 
“The Hidden Hand,” which op- 
ens at the Strand Theatre to- 
day. In the leading roles are 
Craig Stevens and Elisabeth 
Fraser. Stevens plays the part 
of a young lawyer who is the 
house onest of an eccentric old 
woman (Cecil Cunningham) 
who uses her insane brother to 
terrorize her other relatives. 
She knows that they are all 
waiting for her death so that 
they might benefit through her 
will. 

After arranging for her bro- 
ther’s (Milton Parson) escape 
from an insane asylum, she 
awaits the arrival of her rela- 
tives, anticipating great amuse- 
ment when they meet her broth- 
er. But the result is not in the 
least amusing. For her brother 
actually commits murder, and 
in addition another killer makes 
its presence known. By taking 
advantage of the fact than an 
insane person is on the loose, 
this other person terrorizes the 
guests and yet remains unknown 
by placing the blame for all the 
crimes on the maniacal brother. 
Willie Best, in the role of a 
servant, walks around with a 


constant shaking of the knees 
and chattering of teeth, as who 
wouldn’t in that place, but he 
has an additional reason. It 
seems to be poor Willie’s luck 
to be around just when the killer 
strikes, and Willie doesn’t like 
that at all. 

“The Hidden Hand” was writ- 
ten for the screen by Anthony 
Coldewey and Raymond Schrock 
from a play by Rufus King. 
Ben Stoloff directed. 


‘Hidden Hand’ Opens 
Next at Strand 


Combining a happy blend of 
thrills and comedy, “The Hid- 
den Hand,’ Warner Bros.’ ad- 
venture picture, opens Friday 
at the Strand Theatre. 

Cast in a story-ful of intrigue 
are Craig Stevens, Elisabeth 
Fraser and Julie Bishop. “The 
Hidden Hand” tells the tale of 
an eccentric spinster who uses 
her insane brother to terrorize 
her family, only to get more 
horror than she bargained for. 

The picture was written for 
the screen by Anthony Colde- 
wey and Raymond Schrock from 
a play by Rufus King. Ben 
Stoloff directed. 








Mat 201—30c 


Frank Wilcox, Elisabeth Fraser, Julie Bishop, Roland Drew and Craig 
Stevens are seen in the Strand Theatre’s next attraction, “The Hidden 
Hand,” the new Warner Bros. mystery-thriller. 
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‘The Hidden Hand’ 
Packs Its Quota 
Of Terror Devices 


As a background for terror, 
Hollywood has never been able 
to find any device more effective 
than the oldest of them all—a 
storm, with lightning flashing, 
thunder crashing and rain pour- 
ing down in sheets. 

That is one of the reasons why 
there is joy in the ranks of the 
studio plumbers, electricians and 
special effects men when a stu- 
dio schedules a picture in that 
general category which has 
come to be described as the 
“horror film.” They know that 
there will be plenty of work. 

Those technicians at the War- 
ner Bros. studio looked forward 
to a veritable field day when 
they were acquainted with the 
nature of the script of “The 
Hidden Hand,” the chilling 
mystery film featuring Craig 
Stevens, Julie Bishop and Elisa- 

rth Fraser that opens next 
Friday at the Strand Theatre. 

They were not disappointed, 
for virtually all of the action of 
the new Warner thriller takes 
place while a violent storm is 
raging. 


New Strand Fiim 
Hair-Raising Tale 


Strand Theatre audiences sat 
spellbound yesterday as_ they 
watched the thrilling new mys- 
tery film, “The Hidden Hand” 
during its initial run. It-is a 
hair-raising tale of a maniacal 
murderer who terrorized an en- 
tire household. In the starring 
roles are Craig Stevens and 
Elisabeth Fraser. 

Stevens is a young attorney 
for an eccentric old woman who 
uses her insane brother’ to 
frighten her other relatives, 
whom she dislikes because they 
are after her money. Cecil Cun- 
ningham gives a convincing per- 
formance as the strange old 
woman and Milton Parsons as 
the insane brother is positively 
eerie. But all is not abject hor- 
or without comic relief. There 
is the character played by Willie 
Best (as only Willie can play 
it), that of a scared servant. 

Things become more mysteri- 
ous when another murderer joins 
the scene and tries to place the 
blame on the insane brother. 

Ben Stoloff, who directed the 
film, did a wonderful job in 
building an air of suspense. 
“The Hidden Hand” was adap- 


CAST OF CHARACTERS 


Peter Thorne Craig Stevens 
Mary Winfield..Elisabeth Fraser 
Rita Julie Bishop 
Willie Best 

Frank Wilcox 

Cecil Cunningham 

Ruth Ford 


John Channing....Milton Parsons 

Walter Channing ..Roland Drew 
Horace Channing 

Tom Stevenson 

Marian Hall 


SYNOPSIS 


(Not for Publication) 
The Channing family assembles to hear the edict of Lorinda 


Channing, an unscrupulous spinster, that none will share in her 


estate except her secretary, Mary. 


The Channings scheme to 


outwit Lorinda while she in turn counterplots against her family. 
Events develop in a series of mysterious incidents and killings up 


to a thrilling climax. 


(Running Time: 67 mins.) 


PRODUCTION STAFF 
Directed by BEN STOLOFF 


Screen Play by Anthony Coldewey and Raymond Schrock; Based on 
a Play by Rufus King; Directer of Photography, Henry Sharp, 


A.S.C.; Film Editor, 


Harold McLernon; 


Art Director, Stanley 


Fleischer; Dialogue Director, Harry Seymour; Sound by Everett 


A. Brown; Set Decorations, 


George James Hopkins; 


Makeup 


Artist, Perc Westmore; Gowns by Milo Anderson. 


Turn Here for Publicity Stories About the Stars ——~> 








Mat 101—15c 


Elisabeth Fraser and Craig Stevens 
in “The Hidden Hand,” Warner 
film at the Strand. 





ted to the screen py Anthony 
Coldwey and Raymond Schrock 
from a play by Rufus King. 


BILLING 
Warner Bros. 50% 


Pictures, Inc. Presents 
5% 


‘THE HIDDEN HAND? ‘00% 


with 
CRAIG STEVENS 
ELISABETH FRASER 
JULIE BISHOP 20% 


FRANK WILCOX 
RUTH FORD 
WILLIE BEST 10% 


Directed by 


BEN STOLOFF 25% 


Screen Play by Anthony Colde- 
wey and Raymond Schrock 

. 3% 

Based on a Play by Rufus King 
2% 

A Warner Bros.-First National 
Picture 5% 


rights reserved. Copyright is waived to magazines and newspapers. 


Star Got Pre-War 
Training in Films 


War should hold few new ter- 
rors for Craig Stevens, hand- 
some young Warner Bros. lead- 
ing man who went into the U.S. 
Army shortly after completing 
his role in “The Hidden Hand,” 
the Warner tale of horror and 
homicide in which he is featured 
with Julie Bishop and Elisabeth 
Fraser. The film opens at the 
Strand Theatre on Friday. 

Ever since Stevens made his 
movie debut last year by taking 
a beating from Errol Flynn in 
“Dive Bomber,” he has been in- 
volved in nothing but rough 
stuff—and usually on the re- 
ceiving end. He was the victim 
of some choice mayhem at the 
hands of Jeffrey Lynn in “Law 
of the Tropics” and he was chas- 
tised, to put it mildly, by Lloyd 
Nolan in “Steel Against the 
Sky.” 


Those were his minor exer- 
cises in violence, however, In 
all his other pictures he has 
been involved with much more 
sinister citizens than the Messrs. 
Flynn, Lynn and Nolan and in 
much more nefarious doings 
than mere beatings. Pistols, 
poisons and other methods of 
making a character totally de- 
funct are what he faced in “The 
Old Doll’s House,’ “The Body 
Disappears,” “Spy Ship,” “Sec- 
ret Enemies” and “The Hidden 
Hand.” 

In this latest encounter with 
the forces of evil and violence, 
Craig escapes with nothing 
more harmful than a drugging, 
but throughout the lethal course 
of the plot he is in momentary 
danger of being knifed, shot, 
garroted or dropped through a 
trapdoor into a turbulent stream. 





‘Hidden Hand’ Role 
Something Different 
For Elisabeth Fraser 


“Life with the Lunts was never 
like this,” observed pretty, 
Elisabeth Fraser, just after a 
heavy flower pot, dropped from 
a window two stories up, had 
whizzed by her head with a 
matter of inches to spare. 

The dropping of the flower 
pot had not been accidental. It 
had been done with malicious 
intent, according to script, for 
a scene in “The Hidden Hand,” 
now at the Strand Theatre, ex- 
citing and suspenseful Warner 
Bros. mystery film in which she 
is featured with Craig Stevens 
and Julie Bishop. 

As her remark indicated, it 
was a new kind of dramatics for 
her. Her professional debut as 
an actress had been in the role 
of the daughter in the Alfred 
Lunt and Lynn Fontanne stage 
production of “There Shall Be 
No Night.” As a result of her 
performance in the stage piece 
she had been placed under con- 
tract by Warner Bros. 

Her first movie roles had been 
in the comparatively placid 
“One Foot in Heaven” and “The 
Man Who Came to Dinner.” 
There had been a bit of violence 
in the latter but it was all for 
laughs and did not involve mur- 
der or the more severe forms of 
mayhem. 

Then she had been pitched 
into her first mystery thriller, 
“The Hidden Hand,” and given 
a concentrated dose of what 
awaits most young screen ac- 
tresses who can look prettily 
terrified. She came through it 
with a whole skin and a whole- 
some respect for the technicians 
whose skill prevented any real 
harm coming to her. 


Julie Bishop Tired 
Of Sugary Roles; 
Wants to Be Bad 


Julie Bishop wanted to be bad. 

In “The Hidden Hand,” the 
Warner Bros. chiller in which 
she is featured with Craig 
Stevens and Elisabeth Fraser, 
she gets her wish. 

Several years ago, when Julie 
was known professionally as Jac- 
queline Wells, she had achieved 
a position of considerable stand- 
ing in Hollywood as one of the 
most promising ingenues in mo- 
tion pictures. 

Most young actresses would 
have been satisfied with that 
distinction. But Julie wasn’t. 
The ingenue roles she played 
were all of a pattern—sweet, 
kind and good young heroines. 
None of them gave any scope 
for the exhibition of any real 
acting ability. 


The only thing to do, she 


reasoned, was to play girls who 
were precise opposite of her 
goody-goody ingenues. Produc- 
ers and casting directors would 
not grant her wish then, so she 
quit Hollywood, went to the 
Middle West and acted for two 
years on the stage under the 
new name of Julie Bishop. 

Then she returned to the film 
capital determined to resist all 
attempts to cast her as a sweet, 
good girl. Before signing a 
term contract with the Warner 
studio, she made that stipula- 
tion. 

The agreement has been kept, 
with a vengeance, in “The Hid- 
den Hand,” in which she plays 
a callous, sinister female whom 
no one would ever think of in- 
viting to his home to meet the 
folks—unless he wanted a little 
job of mayhem or homicide at- 
tended to. 





Frank Wilcox Screen’s 
Top Professional Man 


Hollywood’s leading profes- 
sional man—that’s Frank Wil- 
cox, the sinister doctor in “The 
Hidden Hand,” the Warner 
Bros. mystery thriller now at 
the Strand in which he is fea- 
tured with Craig Stevens, Julie 
Bishop and Elisabeth Fraser. 

Since his advent into motion 
pictures as a Warner contract 
player three years ago, Wilcox 
has been cast invariably as law- 
yer, docter, engineer, professor, 
scientist, or army or navy of- 
ficer—in sum, any type of role 
for which the specifications were 
mainly dignity and maturity. 

Tall, handsome and _ distin- 
guished in appearance, this 
young actor has never appeared 
on the screen as he actually 
looks. Every role he has played 
has necessitated at least the 
greying of his temples by make- 
up artists, and there have been 
some characterizations for which 
he has gone entirely grey with 
lines of age also added. 


Willie Best Puts 
10% Into War Bonds 


Willie Best, tall, dark and 
shufflin’, is taking no chances 
these days. While he’s got it, 
Willie is making sure that it’s 
going where it counts the most. 
It? The weekly paycheck, of 
course. 

The Negro comic, currently 
laugh-featured in Warner Bros.’ 
mystery-thriller, “The Hidden 
Hand,” now at the Strand The- 
atre, gets only one-third of his 
salary on pay days. His man- 
ager keeps the rest and sees to 
it that Uncle Sam gets his 10% 
for War Bonds and the bank 
gets the rest. 

“No, sir,” mumbles Willie, 
“ah don’t want to end up in no 
finance jam. Ah takes a likin’ 
to Uncle Sam’s autograph.” 

Then, with clapping hands 
and sing-song voice, Willie 
broke into his favorite spiritual: 
“Puts it in War Bonds, dat’s the 
thing to do. Yes, sir, ah puts 
it in War Bonds.” 


FRANK WILCOX « RUTH FORD + WILLIE BEST > Directed by BEN STOLOFF 
Screen, Play by Anthony Coldewey and Raymond Schrock « Based on a Play by Rufus King 
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EXPLOITATION 


FOR LOBBY & FRONT: 


SHADOW BOX DISPLAY: Mount star 
heads from the stills in your Vitagraph 
exchange. In background cover cut- 
out of an outstretched hand with 
transparent paper. Green flasher 
lights in back go off and on, revealing 
copy within hand: “Where Will the 
HIDDEN HAND Strike Next?” 


AD MAT 204: Use this for another 
effective display. Blow up, mount and 
animate the eyes in the “O's” with an 
eccentric. Flasher lights will attract 
attention to the display. 


“BEWARE” IDEA: Blow up art from 
ad 203. Snipe enlargements around 
wall of lobby with real daggers. Snipe 
can also be used as basis of teaser 
campaign around town—fences, poles, 
throwaways. 


LOBBY WALL AND CEILING: Cast 
shadow of an outstretched hand con- 
taining this copy: “Beware the HID- 
DEN HAND! It chills! It thrills! It 
kills!” Cardboard hand with cutout 
lettering set before small spotlight 
will do the trick. 


3-SHEET MAKES THIS: Arrange 
the figure of the man and hand to 
pendulum back and forth over the 
figures below. Copy: “A Houseful of 
Guests All Marked for Murder by the 
HIDDEN HAND!” 


QUICK-’N’-EASY ONES: 





JINGLE CONTEST: Print up the in- 
complete limerick below for general 
distribution around town. Guest tic- 
kets go to best completed jingles. 


Oo! Mama! “The Hidden Hand” will thrill you! 
It‘ll set your spine tingling and chill you! 
You'll groan and you'll giggle, 

You'll writhe and you'll wriggle, 


HORROR STUFF: Just want to remind 
you about: 
“Horror Night” at the theatre. 


Attendant sells straps to entering patrons: Copy: 
“Girls, hang on to your boy friends. Fellows 
hang on to your seats.” 


“Nurse” in attendance to care for the weak- 
hearted. 


“Rain checks’ for those who are ‘“‘shocked’’ 
into leaving. 


MERCHANT TIE-UPS: Spot “clues” 
in windows of cooperating dealers 
with copy: Solve the Mystery of “THE 
HIDDEN HAND.” Clues might be 
dagger, rope, flower pot, gun, etc. 
Guest tickets go to people finding 
complete set of clues. 


TRAILER TRICK: You'll get some 
extra thrills from the Warner Bros. 
Trailer by flashing the shadow of an 
outstretched hand on your screen be- 
fore showing the trailer. Weird sounds 
and eerie lights heighten the effect. 
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